
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCRA, GHANA – In two different operations, the Oti Regional Police Command, and the 
Department of Social Welfare (DSW) of Krachie East and Biakoye Districts, with support from 
International Justice Mission (IJM), have rescued 10 children recruited into fishing on the 
Volta Lake.  

Launched on 5th and 7th October, the dual operation respectively brought 9 and 1 children 
to safety. Seven of these survivors were identified to be victims of child trafficking and the 
other three, of hazardous child labour.  

The First Rescue (October 5) 

The rescue happened in the early hours of Wednesday, October 5 in Adakope in the Krachie 
East District of the Oti Region. Six trafficked children and 3 others in forced labour were 
rescued. Five suspects (boat masters) were arrested. The survivors, aged 9 to 16 years, were 
subjected to neglect and emotional abuse. They were used by their boat masters for 
hazardous fishing activities on the Volta Lake. This included hook and line and bamboo 
fishing. At the time of rescue, many of them suffered Malaria, STIs, skin infection, bilharzia, 
oral hygiene and malnutrition.  

Per assessments, most of the survivors attended school before they had gone to live with 
the boat masters. Over half of them however dropped out due to the impossible demands 
of the work. Those who managed to remain in school had to struggle through the exhaustion 
of waking up before dawn to fish. 

The Trafficking 
Many of the children recounted that they were trafficked to the lake by their maternal aunties 
in exchange for an agreed amount of money. Although most of the suspects were not directly 
involved in the recruitment of the survivors, close family members served as middlemen to 
send these survivors to the suspects.  

Some of the survivors and in some cases their parents, were promised compensations. 
Setor* who was promised 800 Cedis per year had worked for two years and not been paid. 
Another, Fosu*, explained his grandmother received 500 Cedis, whilst he was given 10 Cedis 
on Sundays. Leslie, 12, received 10 Cedis for days he goes fishing. The survivors were usually 
tasked to work extra hours with the hope of being compensated with money for the work 
done.  

Table of Survivors’ of Trafficking Ages and Years Trafficked (All survivors are males) 

AGE YEARS TRAFFICKED 
12 21 months 
15 3 years 
12 4 months 
15 6 months 
15 1 year 
16 21 months 

 

Setor, the 16-year-old survivor, who had served for almost 2 years to be given 800 cedis 
by the boat master remarked, “I think the man has cheated me”.  
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Despite the trauma the survivors faced, they have hope in their newfound freedom. 
Moheb*, a 15-year-old survivor, on the night of his rescue wore a t-shirt with the 
inscription, “All I See is Victory.”  

 

The Second Rescue (October 7) 

Two days after the Adakope rescue, the unrelenting police officers of the Oti Regional 
Command and the Biakoye District DSW officers, with support from IJM, launched into 
Adjamansu community in the Oti Region, and rescued a 12 year old boy and arrested a 
female suspect.  

Family Ties 
According to the survivor, the suspect is his maternal aunty. He had never known this aunty 
until she recruited him from his mother in Tsopoli in the Greater Accra Region. The boy until 
his rescue had lived with and served the aunty and her husband (the boat master) for three 
years. Paddling the canoe, scooping water out of it and fishing were part of his duties. 

Police Deterrence 
Prior to this operation, IJM had supported the police and other government agencies to 
conduct two rescue operations in this community. After 2 years of his stay in the Adjamansu 
community, one of these two rescue operations was conducted. This prompted the suspect 
to enrol the survivor in school although he still worked and also helped the supposed aunty 
to prepare the fish for smoking.  

Christmas Came Early 
Papa* mentioned that for the past three years he has eaten boiled rice and stew three 
times as its only consumed during Christmas. He usually ate Banku with soup. According to 
him, the opportunity to eat Jollof and chicken after the rescue meant a lot to him that he 
left some for a later time. 

Reintegration 
Survivors from both rescue operations have been placed at a shelter for care and protection 
whilst further engagements by the DSW and the police are ongoing to locate their families. 

END. 

 
*Pseudonym  
These have been used for the identity of the survivors to ensure their protection and 
for professional and journalistic ethics. [Kindly include this note in publications] 
 
 
International Justice Mission is a global organisation that protects people in poverty 
from violence. In Ghana, IJM partners and supports authorities to combat human 
trafficking by equipping institutions and law enforcement agencies to investigate and 
respond to cases of trafficking. 
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